
2017 “A Walk in the Garden” Class Schedule 

Free, but phone registration required at 763-755-1280 

Anoka County Master Gardener Services & Classes 

2017 Plant & Insect  

Diagnostic Clinic Schedule  

Wednesdays, 6-8 PM Mid-May—August (closed July 5) 

Anoka County Extension Master Gardeners 
offer free Plant & Insect Diagnostic Clinics 
to help homeowners identify plants and 

diagnose common insect and disease 
problems. 

 
At the Plant Health Clinic residents of Anoka 
County  will be able to… 
 
 Bring a sample of a garden, lawn, plant, 

or weed for identification. 
 
 Bring samples of damaged plant material 

for diagnosis of common insect, disease, 
or other problems. 

 
 Receive recommendations for cultural 

control of pests and weed problems. 
 
 Select Extension publications.  Some are 

available free of charge, others at a 
nominal cost. 

 
 Discuss problems about lawns, trees, 

flowers, fruits, vegetables, and pests with 
Anoka County Master Gardeners. 

 

Limit of 3 samples per visit. 
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Instructions for bringing plant, 

turf, or insect samples 

 
For Plant Samples 
Bring a portion about 8-10" long and 
include leaves, flowers, and fruit as 
available.  Include margins where both healthy and 
damaged material are observable on same piece if 
possible. 

 
For Insects Samples 
Squashed insects are hard to identify.  Put 
live insects (if possible) in a screw top jar 

or sealed plastic container.  Can be frozen to 
preserve them. 

 
For Turf Samples 
Samples need to be about the size of a small shoe 
box, and must include the roots.  The sample should 
also include a margin of both the healthy side and 
unhealthy side if diseased.  
 

Take Note For Disease/Insect Problems 
Are all or just a few of your plants  affected?  Make 
note where on the plant the problem occurs (for 
example, on lower branches of a tree, random 
branches, etc.).  Is the problem isolated or 
spreading?  Photographs are also helpful, 
full view and close-ups. 

Diagnostic Clinics 

Bunker Hills Activities Center 
550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover 

 
Wednesdays, May 17—August 30 

(Clinic closed July 5); Hours 6 pm—8 pm 
Samples must be received by 7:30 pm 

Contained samples can also be dropped 
off in the Extension office, preferably 

within 24 hours prior to clinics  
so they don’t dry out. 



More Services & Information 

 Yard and Garden Line:  612-301-7590 
 General Information:  763-755-1280 
 Websites:  
 www.anokamastergardeners.org 
 www.extension.umn.edu 

Classes Outdoors in the Garden 
Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm 

 
Classes are free, but pre-registration is required due to space limitations  

Suggested donations of $5 per class are welcome. 

University of Minnesota Extension is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 

Landscape for Life Workshop 
Instructor:  Lynda Ellis, Extension Master Gardener  

Material Fee $20 
5 Sessions—Wed, May 17, 24, 31,  

June 7 and 21  
6-8 pm at Bunker Hills Activities Center 

 

In this workshop, students will learn how to apply 
sustainable gardening practices 

to their home landscapes. 
 

Sustainable gardens can help alleviate the pressure on the Earth’s 
ecosystems by working with nature to provide clean air and water, 

fertile soils, wildlife habitat, and other essential ecosystem services. 
Significant portions of our urban environments are made up of 

residential land, which can impact the health and well-being of an 
entire region.  Creating and maintaining sustainable gardens can 

impart a wide range of ecological, economic, and health benefits to 
homeowners and the surrounding community.  

Class 1 

 Lesson 1 – Sustainability in Home Gardens 

 Lesson 2 – The Role of Soils in Sustainable Gardens 
Class 2 

 Lesson 3 – Successful Soil Practices 

 Lesson 4 – The Role of Water in Sustainable Gardens 
Class 3 

 Lesson 5 – Successful Water Practices 

 Lesson 6 – The Role of Plants in Sustainable Gardens 
Class 4  

 Lesson 7 – Successful Plant Practices 

 Lesson 8 – Selected Materials for Sustainability 
Class 5 

 Lesson 9 – Successful Materials Practices 

 Lesson 10 – Student Presentations 
 
Name  ___________________________________________ 

Address   __________________________________________ 

City/Zip ______________Phone _______________________ 

E-Mail Address _____________________________________ 

Make your check payable to Anoka County Extension and mail to:  

Anoka County Extension, 550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover, MN 

55304.  (Sorry, we do not accept credit cards.)  Phone: 763-755-1280.

(No refunds if canceled after  May 11)  

Master Gardener 
HUGE 2-DAY PLANT SALE 

 

Tuesday, May 16, 4:00 - 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 17, 7:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Where We Are 

 

Anoka County Extension  
Bunker Hills Activities Center, 

550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover. 
763-755-1280 

 

May 31  Grow Beautiful Iris, Michelle Dreier 
One of the more stunning flowers displayed in a garden is the Iris.  It is the inspiration for the Fleur de Lis and 
named after the goddess of the Rainbow.  As ephemeral as these beautiful plants can be, they are easy to grow, 
disease resistant, and very well suited to the Anoka sand plain.  Learn about the differences between bearded, 
beardless, and bulbous varieties of Iris.  
 

June 14  Gardening with Native Plants, Lynda Ellis 
Native plants are not only beautiful, they are also low maintenance and they provide much needed habitat for 
insects and birds.  Learn more about native plants, where to find them, their challenges, and why would you 
want them in your yard. 
 

July 12  Stretch Your Gardening Budget by Seed Saving and Propagation,  
Sue Peterson and Allyson Bergman 
Do you have favorite plants that you’d like to grow in your garden without the expense of buying new seeds or 
plants each year?  In this class, learn about why some plants have viable seeds that can be saved and others 
don’t.  There will also be an overview on how to vegetatively propagate some of your favorites as well.  
 

July 19  So Many Hostas - How to Choose the Best Ones for Your Site, Cheryl Holmes 
Wondering what to do with the shady areas in your yard?  Learn how to use the design elements of color, form, 
texture and size to create a beautiful Hosta garden.  
 

August 2  Revising Your Perennial Garden, Cheryl Seeman 
Do you have perennials in your garden crowding out other plants?  Would you prefer different bloom times or 
color in your garden?  Perhaps you are just tired of the current design.  Now is the time of year to look at your 
garden and build on the successes, eliminate your failures, and start planning for next year’s dream garden. 
 

August 9  Monarch Butterflies - History & Habitat, Kathy Johnson 
Monarch populations have plummeted in recent years.  Learn about Monarch butterflies’ migration, diet, and 
their life cycles. See what you can do to help their survival.  

 

Location:  All Walk in the Garden classes are held in the Veteran’s Memorial Garden located  
at the south end of the Bunker Hills Activities Center building.  

 

Call to Register: 763-755-1280 
 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION ALERT 
Bunker Lake Boulevard will be under construction during the summer of 2017.   

Go to the Anoka County Highway Department website to learn of any updated road 
closures:  http://www.anokacounty.us/337/construction-projects  

Celebrating 100 years of  
Extension in Anoka County 

http://www.anokamastergardeners.org
http://www.extension.umn.edu
http://www.anokacounty.us/337/Construction-Projects

